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historian of religions of the day; the two never met, and their approaches
to the study of religions differed significantly. Several dominant issues
run through the essays collected here: the relationship between the two
men's writings and their lives, and in Eliade's case, the relationship
between his political commitments and his writings in fiction, history of
religions, and autobiography. Both men's contributions to the field
continue to provoke controversy and debate, and this volume sheds new
light on these controversies and what they reveal about these two
`scholars' legacies.
Theorizing Myth - Bruce Lincoln 1999
In Theorizing Myth, Bruce Lincoln traces the way scholars and others
have used the category of "myth" to fetishize or deride certain kinds of
stories, usually those told by others. He begins by showing that mythos
yielded to logos not as part of a (mythic) "Greek miracle," but as part of
struggles over political, linguistic, and epistemological authority
occasioned by expanded use of writing and the practice of Athenian
democracy. Lincoln then turns his attention to the period when myth was
recuperated as a privileged type of narrative, a process he locates in the
political and cultural ferment of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
Here, he connects renewed enthusiasm for myth to the nexus of
Romanticism, nationalism, and Aryan triumphalism, particularly the
quest for a language and set of stories on which nation-states could be

Jealous Gods and Chosen People - David Leeming 2004-03-04
Presents an introduction to Middle Eastern mythology, discussing the
cultural backgrounds of the myths and includes summaries of
mythologies from such areas as Mesapotamia, Egypt, Arabia, and the
western Semites.
Two Strange Tales - Mircea Eliade 1986
Tells the stories of three European scholars who witness the murder of a
young Hindu woman, and a Rumanian doctor who disappears while
seeking the world of Shambhala
Hermeneutics, Politics, and the History of Religions - Christian
Wedemeyer 2010-03-08
This volume comprises papers presented at a conference marking the
50th anniversary of Joachim Wach's death, and the centennial of Mircea
Eliade's birth. Its purpose is to reconsider both the problematic, separate
legacies of these two major twentieth-century historians of religions, and
the bearing of these two legacies upon each other. Shortly after Wach's
death in 1955, Eliade succeeded him as the premiere historian of
religions at the University of Chicago. As a result, the two have been
associated with each other in many people's minds as the successive
leaders of the so-called "Chicago School" in the history of religions. In
fact, as this volume makes clear, there never was a monolithic Chicago
School. Although Wach reportedly referred to Eliade as the most astute
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founded. In the final section of this wide-ranging book, Lincoln advocates
a fresh approach to the study of myth, providing varied case studies to
support his view of myth—and scholarship on myth—as ideology in
narrative form.
The Western Construction of Religion - Daniel Dubuisson 2003-06-18
The Western Construction of Religion not only provides a critical
assessment of the whole history of religionas it is understood in the West
but offers better ways of constructing the study of this central part of
human experience.
The Myth of the Eternal Return - Mircea Eliade 1971
This essay on humanity's experience of history and its interpretation
begins with a study of the traditional or mythological view and concludes
with a comparative estimate of modern historiological approaches.
The Altars Where We Worship - Juan M. Floyd-Thomas 2016-12-02
While a large percentage of Americans claim religious identity, the
number of Americans attending traditional worship services has
significantly declined in recent decades. Where, then, are Americans
finding meaning in their lives, if not in the context of traditional religion?
In this provocative study, the authors argue that the objects of our
attention have become our god and fulfilling our desires has become our
religion. They examine the religious dimensions of six specific aspects of
American culturebody and sex, big business, entertainment, politics,
sports, and science and technologythat function as “altarsâ€ where
Americans gather to worship and produce meaning for their lives. The
Altars Where We Worship shows how these secular altars provide
resources for understanding the self, others, and the world itself. “For
better or worse,â€ the authors write, “we are faced with the reality that
human experiences before these altars contain religious characteristics
in common with experiences before more traditional altars.â€ Readers
will come away with a clearer understanding of what religion is after
exploring the thoroughly religious aspects of popular culture in the
United States.
Category formation and the history of religions - Robert D. Baird
2018-12-03
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Sinceits founding by Jacques Waardenburg in 1971, Religion and Reason
has been a leading forum for contributions on theories, theoretical issues
and agendas related to the phenomenon and the study of religion. Topics
include (among others) category formation, comparison,
ethnophilosophy, hermeneutics, methodology, myth, phenomenology,
philosophy of science, scientific atheism, structuralism, and theories of
religion. From time to time the series publishes volumes that map the
state of the art and the history of the discipline.
Essays on the History of Religions - Pettazzoni 2018-11-13
Sacred Power, Sacred Space - Jeanne Halgren Kilde 2008-07-21
Jeanne Halgren Kilde's survey of church architecture is unlike any other.
Her main concern is not the buildings themselves, but rather the
dynamic character of Christianity and how church buildings shape and
influence the religion. Kilde argues that a primary function of church
buildings is to represent and reify three different types of power: divine
power, or ideas about God; personal empowerment as manifested in the
individual's perceived relationship to the divine; and social power,
meaning the relationships between groups such as clergy and laity. Each
type intersects with notions of Christian creed, cult, and code, and is
represented spatially and materially in church buildings. Kilde explores
these categories chronologically, from the early church to the twentieth
century. She considers the form, organization, and use of worship rooms;
the location of churches; and the interaction between churches and the
wider culture. Church buildings have been integral to Christianity, and
Kilde's important study sheds new light on the way they impact all
aspects of the religion. Neither mere witnesses to transformations of
religious thought or nor simple backgrounds for religious practice,
church buildings are, in Kilde's view, dynamic participants in religious
change and goldmines of information on Christianity itself.
Youth Without Youth and Other Novellas - Mircea Eliade 1988
Three novellas set in Romania. In "The Cape," a saboteur prints phony
copies of the Romanian party organ, Scinteia, antedating them by three
years. The secret police, highly agitated, deduce that a worldwide peace
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organization is sending coded messages through the paper, derived from
the beatitudes. In "Youth Without Youth," an old man is struck by a bolt
of lightning and becomes young again. Now endowed with a fantastic
memory and comprehension, he receives "thought" messages from the
supernatural. "Nineteen Roses" concerns the secretary of a famous
writer who finds himself reliving an experience that happened to his
employer 30 years ago. The writer disappears and is presumed dead, but
is he?
How Harry Cast His Spell - John Granger 2009-12-31
More than any other book of the last fifty years (and perhaps ever), the
Harry Potter novels have captured the imagination of children and adults
around the world. Yet no one has ever been able to unlock the secret of
Harry's wild popularity . . . until now. Updated and expanded since its
original publication as Looking for God in Harry Potter (and now
containing final conclusions based on the entire series), How Harry Cast
His Spell explains why the books meet our longing to experience the
truths of life, love, and death; help us better understand life and our role
in the universe; and encourage us to discover and develop our own gifts
and abilities.
The Sacred and the Profane - Mircea Eliade 1959
A noted historian of religion traces manifestations of the sacred from
primitive to modern times, in terms of space, time, nature and the
cosmos, and life itself. Index. Translated by Willard Trask.
History of Religious Ideas, Volume 2 - Mircea Eliade 2011-12-16
In volume 2 of this monumental work, Mircea Eliade continues his
magisterial progress through the history of religious ideas. The religions
of ancient China, Brahmanism and Hinduism, Buddha and his
contemporaries, Roman religion, Celtic and German religions, Judaism,
the Hellenistic period, the Iranian syntheses, and the birth of
Christianity—all are encompassed in this volume.
Rites and Symbols of Initiation - Mircea Eliade 1998-05-15
Organizing data from cultures all over the world, Eliade lays out the
basic patterns of initiation: group puberty rites, entrance into secret
societies, individual shamanic instruction, and heroic rites of passage. He
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then demonstrates how modern men and women, often isolated from one
another, actually participate in the symbolic rituals of crossing.
The History of Religions - Ugo Bianchi 1975
The Two and the One - Mircea Eliade 1969
Changing Religious Worlds - Bryan Rennie 2001-01-01
Assesses Mircea Eliade's contribution to the contemporary
understanding of religion and the academic study of religion.
The Quest - Mircea Eliade 1984-05-15
In The Quest Mircea Eliade stresses the cultural function that a study of
the history of religions can play in a secularized society. He writes for
the intelligent general reader in the hope that what he calls a new
humanism "will be engendered by a confrontation of modern Western
man with unknown or less familiar worlds of meaning." "Each of these
essays contains insights which will be fruitful and challenging for
professional students of religion, but at the same time they all retain the
kind of cultural relevance and clarity of style which makes them
accessible to anyone seriously concerned with man and his religious
possibilities."—Joseph M. Kitagawa, Religious Education
Fantastic tales - Mircea Eliade 1990
Three stories with parallel Romanian/English texts share a common
quality - fantasy - but their backgrounds differ. One is set in Bucharest in
1944, another in the Transylvanian Alps, and the third in the Greek Isles.
As a study aid this is intended primarily for English speaking people who
have some knowledge of Romanian, but it could also be useful to
Romanian students of English.
Religion after Religion - Steven M. Wasserstrom 1999-11-15
By the end of World War II, religion appeared to be on the decline
throughout the United States and Europe. Recent world events had cast
doubt on the relevance of religious belief, and modernizing trends made
religious rituals look out of place. It was in this atmosphere that the
careers of Scholem, Eliade, and Corbin--the twentieth century's
legendary scholars in the respective fields of Judaism, History of
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Religions, and Islam--converged and ultimately revolutionized how
people thought about religion. Between 1949 and 1978, all three
lectured to Carl Jung's famous Eranos circle in Ascona, Switzerland,
where each in his own way came to identify the symbolism of mystical
experience as a central element of his monotheistic tradition. In this, the
first book ever to compare the paths taken by these thinkers, Steven
Wasserstrom explores how they overturned traditional approaches to
studying religion by de-emphasizing law, ritual, and social history and by
extolling the role of myth and mysticism. The most controversial aspect
of their theory of religion, Wasserstrom argues, is that it minimized the
binding character of moral law associated with monotheism. The author
focuses on the lectures delivered by Scholem, Eliade, and Corbin to the
Eranos participants, but also shows how these scholars generated
broader interest in their ideas through radio talks, poetry, novels, short
stories, autobiographies, and interviews. He analyzes their conception of
religion from a broadly integrated, comparative perspective, sets their
distinctive thinking into historical and intellectual context, and interprets
the striking success of their approaches.
Myths, Dreams, and Mysteries - Mircea Eliade 1968

quest to understand the presence of the Sacred throughout human
history, Eliade has been fascinated by two central themes: Creation and
Time.
Occultism, Witchcraft, and Cultural Fashions - Mircea Eliade 2012-04-02
In the period domoninated by the triumphs of scientific rationalism, how
do we account for the extraordinary success of such occult movements as
astrology or the revival of witchcraft? From his perspective as a historian
of religions, the eminent scholar Mircea Eliade shows that such popular
trends develop from archaic roots and periodically resurface in certain
myths, symbols, and rituals. In six lucid essays collected for this volume,
Eliade reveals the profound religious significance that lies at the heart of
many contemporary cultural vogues. Since all of the essays except the
last were originally delivered as lectures, their introductory character
and lively oral style make them particularly accessible to the intelligent
nonspecialist. Rather than a popularization, Occultism, Witchcraft, and
Cultural Fashions is the fulfillment of Eliade's conviction that the history
of religions should be read by the widest possible audience.
History of Religious Ideas, Volume 3 - Mircea Eliade 1988-03-15
This volume completes the immensely learned three-volume A History of
Religious Ideas. Eliade examines the movement of Jewish thought out of
ancient Eurasia, the Christian transformation of the Mediterranean area
and Europe, and the rise and diffusion of Islam from approximately the
sixth through the seventeenth centuries. Eliade's vast knowledge of past
and present scholarship provides a synthesis that is unparalleled. In
addition to reviewing recent interpretations of the individual traditions,
he explores the interactions of the three religions and shows their
continuing mutual influence to be subtle but unmistakable. As in his
previous work, Eliade pays particular attention to heresies, folk beliefs,
and cults of secret wisdom, such as alchemy and sorcery, and continues
the discussion, begun in earlier volumes, of pre-Christian shamanistic
practices in northern Europe and the syncretistic tradition of Tibetan
Buddhism. These subcultures, he maintains, are as important as the
better-known orthodoxies to a full understanding of Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam.

Images and Symbols - Mircea Eliade 1991-06-25
Mircea Eliade--one of the most renowned expositors of the psychology of
religion, mythology, and magic--shows that myth and symbol constitute a
mode of thought that not only came before that of discursive and logical
reasoning, but is still an essential function of human consciousness. He
describes and analyzes some of the most powerful and ubiquitous
symbols that have ruled the mythological thinking of East and West in
many times and at many levels of cultural development.
Symbolism, the Sacred, and the Arts - Mircea Eliade 1992-04-01
Major work is distinguished by an intensity of inspiration and an
overwhelming sense of personal vision. This merging of inspiration and
vision permits the creation of a classic oeuvre whose creator is deemed
to be a 'master of his craft, ' or perhaps better, 'a seminal mind.' Such is
the work of the historian of religious, Mirceas Eliade. In his lifelong
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through the recovery of archetypal myths and symbols. Eliade foresaw
this restoration of meaning bringing about a "new humanism" of
existential meaning and cultural-religious unity - but left it ambiguously
defined. Cave sets forward a structural description of what this "new
humanism" might have meant for Eliade, and what it signifies for modern
culture, through a biographical exegesis of Eliade's life and writings from
his early years in Romania to his last years as professor of the history of
religions at the University of Chicago. Addressing Eliade's political
associations and espousals on Romanian politics and culture, theories on
myth and symbols, existential and comparative hermeneutics, literature
of the fantastic, interpretation of homo religiosus, views on the loss of
meaning in modern consciousness and on the cosmic spirituality of
archaic humans, as well as other subjects, Cave sets these topics within
the totality of Eliade's oeuvre and evaluates them through the lens of the
"new humanism". Cave's book is the first to organize and evaluate the
whole of Eliade's work around a guiding principle, and on Eliade's own
terms. To augment the "new humanism", Cave uses data and themes
from the history of religions and draws on philosophy, anthropology,
psychology, modern science, and literary studies. The result is a broad
and probing overview of this most influential, enigmatic, and frequently
controversial man. Cave concludes by endorsing Eliade's radically
pluralistic vision which, he argues, offers a key to the revitalization of
ourdemythologized and material culture. Cave also repositions previous
Eliadean studies, and places the "new humanism" as the paradigm in
relation to which future readings of Eliade should be evaluated.
Patterns in Comparative Religion - Mircea Eliade 1996-01-01
In this era of increased knowledge the essence of religious phenomena
eludes the psychologists, sociologists, linguists, and other specialists
because they do not study it as religious. According to Mircea Eliade,
they miss the one irreducible element in religious phenomena—the
element of the sacred. Eliade abundantly demonstrates universal
religious experience and shows how humanity’s effort to live within a
sacred sphere has manifested itself in myriad cultures from ancient to
modern times; how certain beliefs, rituals, symbols, and myths have, with

Science Year by Year - DK 2017-03-07
This epic journey of scientific discovery starts in ancient times and
travels through centuries of invention before fast forwarding into the
future. In this ultimate home reference, you'll see simple machines and
modern-day marvels, following incredible illustrated timelines that plot
the entire history of science and highlight the most momentous
discoveries. A jaw-dropping collection of more than 1,500 photographs,
illustrations, maps, and graphics charts the evolution of science year by
year, century by century. You'll meet influential inventors and famous
faces from the past, including Aristotle, Leonardo da Vinci, Isaac
Newton, Charles Darwin, Marie Curie, and Stephen Hawking. You'll visit
places of scientific importance, such as prehistoric cave art, Stonehenge,
Hiroshima and the first atomic bomb, the Moon landings, and the Higgs
boson particle. These huge events are made simple thanks to eyecatching images, helpful timelines, and accessible, informative text.
Landmark people and periods are combined in this one stunning family
reference, showcasing the ideas, experiments, and technologies that
have shaped our daily lives and transformed the world we live in today.
Budding scientists, get ready for a time travelling trip like no other.
The Life and Work of Ernesto de Martino - Flavio A Geisshuesler 2021
"In The Life and Work of Ernesto de Martino, Flavio A. Geisshuesler
offers a comprehensive study of one of Italy's most colorful historians of
religions. The book inserts de Martino's dramatic life trajectory within
the intellectual climate and the socio-political context of his age in order
to offer a fresh perspective on the evolution of the discipline of religious
studies during the 20th century. Demonstrating that scholarship on
religion was animated by moments of fear of the apocalypse, it brings de
Martino's perspective into conversation with Mircea Eliade, Claude LéviStrauss, and Clifford Geertz in order to recover an Italian approach that
promises to redeem religious studies as a relevant and revitalizing field
of research in the contemporary climate of crisis"-Mircea Eliade's Vision for a New Humanism - David Cave 1993
Mircea Eliade, influential writer and scholar of religion, envisioned a
spiritually destitute modern culture coming into renewed meaning
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interesting variations, persisted.
Essential Sacred Writings from Around the World - Mircea Eliade
1991-12-20
Originally published as 'From Primitives to Zen,' this comprehensive
anthology contains writings vital to all the major non-Western religious
traditions, arranged thematically. Here are colorful descriptions of
deities, creation myths, depictions of de
Mircea Eliade - Bryan S. Rennie 2006
This anthology is a collection of key essays by and about the RomanianAmerican Historian of Religions, Mircea Eliade (1907-1986). It
introduces the beginning student to the terms and categories of Eliade's
understanding of religious behaviour as a universal phenomenon:
apprehension of the sacred by homo religiosus, humanity's religious
mode, through hierophanies, revelatory events and objects. The analysis
of religious behaviour as the restoration of illud tempus, an alternative
continuum of sacred time, through myth, ritual, and symbol is a central
feature of that understanding, assumed to have an authentic application
in the struggle for freedom from the human condition. As well as Eliade's
own understanding and its implication for the study of Religions, the
collection alerts the reader to the critical response to the problems of his
thought. This includes the issues raised by Eliade's biography, politics,
and career as one of the most successful and influential historians of
religion of the late 20th Century. Moving from inter-war Romania,
through India during the struggle for independence, to war-time London
and Lisbon, post-war Paris, and finally to America in the 60s and 70s,
Eliade's career traces a complex trajectory involving many problems
central to the academic study of religion and culture
Before Religion - Brent Nongbri 2013-01-22
Examining a wide array of ancient writings, Brent Nongbri dispels the
commonly held idea that there is such a thing as ancient religion.
Nongbri shows how misleading it is to speak as though religion was a
concept native to pre-modern cultures.
Reason, Faith, and Tradition - Martin C. Albl 2009
Is religious belief reasonable? Specifically, is the doctrine of the Catholic
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faith consistent with reason? Drawing on Catholic and Christian
theological traditions, Martin Albl engages readers in theological
thinking on various topics including the Trinity, Christology,
ecclesiology, human nature, sin, salvation, revelation, and eschatology.
Clear and focused, the text links traditional teaching with contemporary
issues to show the relevance of faith to contemporary issues. A glossary,
cross-referencing system, text and discussion questions, and footnotes
with information about Internet resources provide more in-depth
information. --Publisher description.
Bengal Nights - Mircea Eliade 1995-04
A semi-autobiographical romance between a French engineer and the
daughter of a Hindu family with which he stayed in India. A case of East
meets West with all the joys and woes that such encounters bring. For
her version of the story see her novel, It Does Not Die.
Yoga - Mircea Eliade 1969
A full exposition of the theory and practices of Yoga, the history of its
forms and its role in the evolution of Indian spirituality
What is Religion? - Jeppe Sinding Jensen 2014-09-11
Religious belief is one of the most pervasive and ubiquitous
characteristics of human society. Religion has shadowed and illuminated
human lives since primitive times, shaping the world views of cultures
from isolated tribes to vast empires. Starting from the premise that
religion is a concept which can be analysed and compared across time
and cultures, What is Religion? brings the most up-to-date scholarship to
bear on humankind’s most enduring creation. The book opens with a
brief history of the idea of religion, then divides the study of religion into
four essential topics - types, representations, practices, and institutions –
and concludes with a final, eye-opening chapter on religion today.
Packed with case studies from a wide range of religions, past and
present, What is Religion? offers a very current, comprehensive, yet
intellectually challenging overview of the history, theories, practices, and
study of religion. Accessible, wide-ranging, engaging, and short, What is
Religion? is written primarily for undergraduate students in the study of
religion, but it will also be invaluable for students of anthropology,
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history, psychology, sociology, and theology as well as anyone interested
in how and why humans came and continue to be religious.
The Structure of Religious Knowing - John D. Dadosky 2004-03-29
Provides a critical exploration of Mircea Eliade's notion of the sacred by
referencing the work of Bernard Lonergan.
From Primitives to Zen - Mircea Eliade 1967

mysterious and fascinating phenomenon. The founder of the modern
study of the history of religion, Mircea Eliade surveys the tradition
through two and a half millennia of human history, moving from the
shamanic traditions of Siberia and Central Asia—where shamanism was
first observed—to North and South America, Indonesia, Tibet, China, and
beyond. In this authoritative survey, Eliade illuminates the magicoreligious life of societies that give primacy of place to the figure of the
shaman—at once magician and medicine man, healer and miracle-doer,
priest, mystic, and poet. Synthesizing the approaches of psychology,
sociology, and ethnology, Shamanism remains the reference book of
choice for those interested in this practice.

Shamanism - Mircea Eliade 2020-09-15
The foundational work on shamanism now available as a Princeton
Classics paperback Shamanism is an essential work on the study of this
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